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Prerequisite Documentation / Reading

The following documentation must be read in conjunction with the following procedures.






Department of Parks and Wildlife Standard Operating Procedure for Approved Control
Technique for Introduced Corella’s - November 2015 (TRIM Ref D17/6158)
City of Rockingham Draft Corella Management Plan (TRIM Ref D17/6161)
Corella Control Risk Register
Wildlife Conservation Act 1950
Wildlife Conservation Regulations 1970

Purpose
This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) provides methodology for City Officers when undertaking control
activities on the two introduced species of Corella that have been identified as requiring management within
the City of Rockingham; the Little Corella (Cacatua sanguinea) and the Eastern Long-billed Corella (Cacatua
tenuirostris). This SOP is aligned to the Department of Parks and Wildlife Standard Operating Procedure
for Approved Control Technique for Introduced Corellas – November 2015 which is mandatory prerequisite
reading before commencing any works.
Background
The Little Corella naturally occurs in the north and mid-west of Western Australia. This species now occupies
the Perth region and when conditions are favourable, can be found in large flocks often in pest proportions
in residential areas. The Eastern Long-billed Corella is now well established around Perth and on the
southerly Swan Coastal Plain to Busselton. This species is derived from aviary escapees around Perth.
Both the Little Corella and Eastern Long-billed Corella have had undesired impacts within the City of
Rockingham. Corellas have been noted causing damage to infrastructure and amenity trees and creating a
noise nuisance to residents near roosting sites.
The Eastern Long-billed Corella is a major threat to WA’s endemic black cockatoos (the Carnabys and
Baudins Black Cockatoo are listed as Endangered and the Forest Red-tail is listed as Threatened under
State legislation). This Corella out-competes native species for nest sites and has been known to remove
eggs from the nest hollow and to kill and maim advanced nestlings. There is now urgent management
needed in the Perth region and on the Swan Coastal Plain to control this introduced pest species (Western
Australian Museum, 2014).
Regulation and Licence Requirements
Introduced Corellas are listed as protected fauna in Western Australia and are protected under the Wildlife
Conservation Act 1950. A Regulation 15 licence to take fauna for public purposes must be issued by DPaW
to the City of Rockingham before commencing any works.
To apply for a Regulation 15 Licence visit the following link on the DPaW website:

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/documents/plants-animals/licencespermits/Fauna/fauna/Take_fauna_education_public_purpose_-_Reg_15.pdf

When submitting an application details including the trapping site, species names and quantity must be
included. The quantity applied for is strictly the limit of the number of the nominated species that can be
trapped and euthanised with that Regulation 15 licence. The quantity included in the application should be
representative of the amount taken in previous years (e.g. 600 Little Corellas and 200 Long-billed Corellas
is usually sufficient). If the quota is reached before the end of the trapping season then a new licence
application may be submitted to continue control works. Allow one to two weeks for the application to be
processed and returned.
Timing of Control

DPaW has imposed a non-cull period when control activities are prohibited. A condition of the Regulation
15 Licence is that trapping and shooting cannot be undertaken between 1 May and 31 October inclusive.
This is to prevent any nesting birds being trapped and removed from dependant young still in the nest.
Corella numbers tend to increase at Churchill Park and Bell Park roosting sites from late spring. The
population is at its highest by early summer remaining constant until mid-autumn. An automatic grain
dispenser (Figure 3) should be set up from early November to start establishing a feeding site to maximise
the opportunities of trap events within the authorised timeframe of the licence.
Competent Contractor
Contractors engaged to undertake works must meet competency requirements for capture of Corellas as
detailed in Department of Parks and Wildlife Draft Standard Operating Procedure for Approved Control
Technique for Introduced Corellas (DPaW SOP) Table 1: Section 8 Competencies and Approvals. The
contractor undertaking the control is to use methods that comply with sections 6.3.2 to 7.2 of the DPaW
SOP.
Site Selection and Preparation

Site selection is the most important aspect to successful and ongoing bird trapping. Trapping and
euthanising birds using firearms can be dangerous and may cause distress to members of the public who
witness the process. As such it is important to consider public access and visibility when assessing whether
a particular site is appropriate and where possible sites should be selected to ensure that the discharging
of a firearm is not audible to adjacent neighbours.
Catch Area Location

Catch areas should be set up on a flat surface, preferably grass. If set up on an uneven surface birds can
escape out the sides of the net when it is deployed. Catch areas are not to be set up on bitumen or concrete
or any other hard heterogeneous surface that may cause bullets to ricochet. Catch areas should not be set
up directly under trees to avoid falling leaves and sticks which may prevent the net from deploying properly.
The following locations are deemed to be suitable to undertake Corella control within the City of
Rockingham.
Corella Control Sites Identified Within the City of Rockingham
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Feeding Unit and
Trapping Location

Figure 1: Suitable Corella Control Site – Rockingham
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Feeding Unit and
Trapping Location

Figure 2: Suitable Corella Control Site – Lark Hill Sports Complex, Port Kennedy
Attracting Corellas to Control Site
Once a site has been selected, the Contractor will set-up the area as a feed site. An automatic grain
dispensing unit will be installed (See Figure 3), grain will be placed inside the unit and laid in a large quantity
(approximately 30-40 litres) near the unit to initially attract birds. Decoy birds will be set up to mimic the
presence of feeding Corellas. Approximately six to eight decoys should be placed within the fall area of the
dispensed grain. Carved Styrofoam and painted wooden birds have been effectively used at sites in the City
of Rockingham.
When the target species are observed at the site, it is imperative to ensure there is sufficient grain in the
unit to last at least until the next available time to refill the unit.
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Figure 3: Automatic grain dispenser set up on site
Monitoring Numbers
The automatic grain dispensing unit has a compartment fastened to the front that houses a motion-sensitive
camera. The camera used should have the ability to time-stamp the images that it captures. These images
are then reviewed two to three times a week by City Officers and used to document bird numbers and
feeding times and coordinate trapping events.
The appropriateness of any particular time for undertaking trapping will be dependent upon factors specific
to the area. Population size at local roosting sites in conjunction with the rate of increase in feeding birds
should be taken into account. If Corella numbers remain consistent for a couple of weeks it may be deemed
suitable to undertake trapping. However, if the potential catch is decided to be too small these birds can be
left and monitored to see if they attract further numbers to the site. The decision to trap may be reached
upon discussion between the Contractor and the City’s Environmental Supervisor.
Site Security and Signage
It is essential to restrict public access to the trapping site while control activities are being carried out. All
access points to the site should be closed if possible and monitored by City of Rockingham staff members.
Members of the public should be prevented from coming within 200m of the control site by informing them
of the following:
“It is unsafe to enter the area as bird control is being undertaken.”

Any further enquiries should be directed to the City’s Environmental Supervisor on 9528 0333.
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Signage should be erected around the site to be visible from all directions at a distance of approximately
50-100m from where control activities will occur. Signage should be a minimum of 450mm in width and
300mm in height and clearly read the following:

Figure 5: Example of signage to be used during trapping
Trapping
When it has been deemed that a suitable number of Corellas are present to carry out trapping, the site can
be set-up by the Contractor ready to trap. A remotely deployed net is installed near the dispensing unit to
be cast over the feeding birds where they are held to be dispatched with a firearm. After the net has been
deployed the shooting process should be undertaken as quickly as possible to minimise distress to the birds.
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Figure 4: Approximately 80-100 Corellas feeding at trapping site
After netted, a hessian sheet should be used to cover the trapped birds to calm them. The sheet is then
removed in small increments exposing a few birds to be dispatched each time. Birds should be euthanised
using approved methods detailed in Section 6.5 of the DPaW SOP.
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Figure 5: Netted birds covered with hessian sheet
Disposal

After the Contractor is satisfied that all trapped birds have been euthanised effectively, the carcasses are
bagged, securely tied and taken to City of Rockingham’s Millar Road Landfill Facility. A City Officer will
supply the contractor with a ‘Contractor Waste Disposal Authority’ form to be used to cover disposal costs
of the bags at the landfill facility.
Gatehouse staff at the landfill facility should be informed that bird carcasses are being disposed of so that
appropriate procedures are undertaken at the facility.
Site Clean-up

After trapping is complete and birds have been bagged the site should be raked to collect and remove bullet
shells and feathers from site.
Return of Fauna Taken

It is a condition for the provision of the Regulation 15 Licence that a Return of Fauna Taken register is
completed and forwarded to DPaW within 15 days of the expiration of the licence. Details including quantity,
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species and method are required for submission. Completed Return of Fauna Taken forms should be mailed
to:
Department Parks and Wildlife
Nature Protection Licencing Branch
Locked Bag 30
Bentley Delivery Centre WA 6983

Response to Public Entering the Control Site
The Corellas attracted to the feeding sites usually visit the site early morning so the possibility of
encountering members of the public during trapping is low. City of Rockingham staff can be utilised to assist
in preventing public access to the trapping site. Any staff used during trapping should limit information given
to members of the public.
If any member of the public becomes aggressive and will not leave the site, or they ignore signage and enter
the control site then the trapping procedure should not be initiated. If trapping has already commenced then
the procedure should be continued whilst the police are contacted to assist with securing the site. Any
complaints or questions can be directed to the City’s Environmental Supervisor on 9528 0333.
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Corella Control Checklist
The following checklist must be completed prior to undertaking control:
Item

Details DPaW SOP

Regulation
Licence
Inform
managers

15 Licence to undertake Corella Environmental
control approved and original Supervisor
copy received from DPaW.
land Although landowner or occupier Environmental
permission must be obtained for Supervisor
the overall operation, the
responsible land manager must
be advised of each proposed
control event for public safety
purposes.

Notify neighbours

Notify Police

Resonsible officer

It may be appropriate to notify Environmental
neighbours within 100m of the Supervisor
site that they may hear shooting
which is being done for the
purpose of pest control
Police notified of
control Contractor
activities, location and timing

Public
restricted

access Control site should be secure Environmental
and not freely accessible to the Supervisor
general public. Signage placed
at each access point to the
control sight
Public view restricted The catch area is to be out of Contractor
view from members of the
general
public.
Strategic
placement of vehicles will help
restrict viewing. Choosing catch
areas
adjacent
to
nonresidential
buildings
or
bushland can also help to
restrict views.
Licence
return Details of number of birds Environmental
Submitted to DPaW
controlled as per licence Supervisor
conditions
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Completed

Table of Responsibility
Item
Regulation 15 Licence

Details
Apply to DPaW for Regulation 15
Licence to Take Fauna for Public
Purposes

Resonsible officer
Environmental
Supervisor

Monitor population
numbers

From October monitor numbers at
Churchill Park and Bell Park

Environmental
Supervisor

Install automatic grain
dispenser

Set up site with grain-filled
dispenser, decoys and lay
additional grain on ground
Place camera in housing on front of
dispenser
Check camera images two to three
times a week
Ensure grain is topped up every
two weeks minimum
Decide upon suitable day for
trapping

Contractor

Install motion-sensitive
camera
Review images from
camera
Check grain levels in
dispenser
Coordinate Trapping
Event
Set-up trapping
equipment
Secure site for trapping
Undertake trapping and
euthanising
Clean-up
Return of Fauna Taken

Prepare site the night before
trapping is scheduled
Close access point and patrol area
All dispatching, bagging and
disposal works
Ensure trapping site is raked to
remove feathers and bullet shells
Submit Return of Fauna form

11

Environmental
Supervisor
Environmental
Supervisor
Environmental Team
Environmental
Supervisor and
Contractor
Contractor
Environmental Team
Contractor
Contractor
Environmental
Supervisor

