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9)	 Recommendation:
A	Local	Biodiversity	Strategy	and/or	Local	Environmental	Strategy	should	be	prepared	to	
include	provisions	to	provide	a	planning	framework	for	conservation	of	biodiversity	in	the	
local	 area	using	 the	Local	Government	Biodiversity	Planning	Guidelines	 and	 including	
reference	to	the	SWREL	methodology.

A Local Planning Strategy should provide guidance on the appropriate provisions for inclusion within a new 
Local Planning Scheme or Scheme Amendment to ensure ecological linkages are taken into consideration 
during decision making, particularly for structure plans and outline development plans.  

10)	Recommendation:
Preparation	of	a	Local	Planning	Strategy	could	be	prepared	to	include,	along	with	all	other	
planning	matters	provisions	that:
•	 Respond	 to	 the	 recommendations	 of	 a	 LBS	 or	 LES,	 including	 identifying	 and	

recognising	the	importance	of	regional		and	local	ecological	linkages;	
•	 Reinforce	the	provisions	of	the	LBS	or	LES	in	adding	the	consideration	of	proximity	

analysis	 to	 existing	 environmental,	 social	 and	 economic	 considerations	 when	
determining	the	compatibility	of	a	change	in	landuse	on	the	function	of	an	ecological	
linkage;	and

•	 Recommend	 the	 inclusion	of	new	Scheme	provisions,	when	an	existing	scheme	 is	
reviewed	 or	 amended,	 to	 ensure	 the	 SWREL	 are	 taken	 into	 consideration,	 within	
the	context	of	existing	environmental	considerations,	in	assessing	applications	for	a	
change	in	landuse.	

Local Planning Schemes
The requirement for Local Planning Schemes to be regularly amended or reviewed provides an ideal 
opportunity for the recommendations of a Local Planning Strategy (refer Recommendation 8) to be 
included within any new Local Planning Scheme.  

Scheme provisions which add to the current environmental provisions by protecting and enhancing 
ecological linkages (identified in a LPS or LBS/LES) will provide opportunities for more ecologically-sound 
planning and environmental outcomes.

Patches which form part of the SWREL are not automatically recommended for inclusion within Regional 
or Public Open Space, or a conservation zoning. However for practical purposes, patches within a LGA 
which form part of the SWREL could be mapped by the LGA as landscape protection overlays within any 
zone in a LPS. Scheme provisions, guided by a modified Model Scheme Text, could include opportunities 
to impose conservation covenants or environmental conditions requiring protection, or ceding portions as 
public or regional open space if, and where, this is appropriate. 

The inclusion of appropriate Management Plans will further assist in the long-term conservation of the 
SWREL. 

11)	Recommendation:
The	DP	consider	within	 the	 current	 review	of	 the	Model	Scheme	Text	 the	 inclusion	 of	
appropriate	provisions	to	ensure	consistency	across	the	State	in	regard	to	the	protection	
of	ecological	linkages.

Local Planning Policies
Local governments prepare Local Planning Policies (LPPs) having regard to the State Planning 
Framework (WAPC 2006), provisions of the Model Scheme Text (WAPC 1967) and recommendations of 
Local Planning Strategies, to provide internal guidance as to how future local planning decisions will be 
made. LPPs provide guidance on matters under the scheme.  As such, preparation of a LPP supporting 
recognition of the SWREL would depend on existing provisions of the LPS, dealing with matters such as 
native vegetation retention.

A LPP may require adoption of the use of the Proximity Analysis Tool within the statutory planning 
process to ensure the long term protection and enhancement of a Shire’s natural assets, and in particular 
conservation of the SWREL. 
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12)	Recommendation:
The	LGA	prepare	a	Local	Planning	Policy	which	should	include,	but	not	be	limited	to:	
•	 The	 recognition	 of	 the	 importance	 of	 ecological	 linkages	 and	 the	 need	 for	 their	

protection	and	enhancement;
•	 Recognise	the	SWREL	(and	possibly	local	ecological	linkages)	within	its	municipality	

and	if	need	be	provide	a	link	to	GIS	databases;
•	 Apply	 the	Proximity	Analysis	Tool	when	assessing	 the	compatibility	of	a	change	 in	

land	use	on	the	functioning	of	an	ecological	linkage;	and
•	 Include	Flow	Chart	1	which	details	the	suggested	statutory	planning	process	for	the	

LGA’s	to	adopt	in	regard	to	the	consideration	of	impact	on	ecosystem	function.
	

4. Environmental Planning Process
EPA Bulletin 
It is recommended that the EPA prepare an Environmental Bulletin recognising the importance of 
conservation of regional ecological linkages, and making reference to the SWREL and the Proximity 
Analysis Tool assessment process.. 

13)	Recommendation:
EPA	 prepare	 an	 Envirinmental	 Bulletin	 recognising	 the	 importance	 of	 conservation	 of	
regional	 ecological	 linkages,	 and	 making	 reference	 to	 the	 SWREL	 and	 the	 Proximity	
Analysis	Tool	assessment	process.

Local Ecological Linkages
Local Ecological Linkages aim to link protected locally significant patches to each other, regionally 
significant patches and Regional Ecological Linkages. Local Ecological Linkages are an important part of 
improving the viability of patches that may be; too small, of an unsuitable shape, or in a condition which 
would significantly lessen their ability to otherwise persist. 

The SWREL project provides a broad scale framework which can assist smaller scale Local Ecological 
Linkage projects to contribute to ecological connectivity throughout the greater SWREL project area. The 
SWREL project has also developed a methodology, tools and data sets that can assist in the development 
of more ecologically-effective local-scale landscape connectivity projects.

Evaluating clearing proposals
The proximity analysis tool developed by SWREL project can be used by environmental decision makers 
to evaluate potential impacts on biodiversity conservation assets that may arise as a result of the loss 
of patches of native vegetation from clearing or development proposals. To determine the effects on a 
linkage, the proximity analysis process is repeated with the area intended for clearing removed from the 
remnant vegetation data set. A comparison between this proximity analysis and the original enables a 
simple assessment of the effects of clearing at the landscape-scale (see Appendix 2 to Part B hereof).

Note:	 The	current	methodology	limits	the	consideration	of	clearing	impacts	to	the	local	
area	around	the	patch	proposed	to	be	cleared	because	it	is	limited	to	patches	3	
steps	removed	from	the	SWREL	axis	 line.	This	could	potentially	underestimate	
the	wider	landscape-scale	impacts	of	clearing	on	linkage.	

Protection of regional ecological linkages is consistent with a number of the 10 Clearing Principles set 
out in the Environmental	 Protection	 (Clearing	 of	 Native	 Vegetation)	 Regulations 2004. The SWREL 
methodology and Proximity Analysis Tool are seen as mechanisms which could be useful to support 
clearing evaluation processes.
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Maintaining Currency of Vegetation Mapping 
To remain a valid planning tool there is the need for Maps 1 and 2 to be periodically updated to take 
into account changes within proximity values assigned to native vegetation as a consequence of further 
development and land clearing, and to incorporate updated databases and new technologies as they 
become available. 

14)	Recommendation:
That	 DAFWA	 update	 vegetation	 extent	 mapping	 regularly,	 as	 information	 becomes	
available,	 and	 that	 the	DEC	update	 the	mapping	undertaken	by	 the	SWREL	proximity	
analysis	mapping.

	
The periodic updating of vegetation extent mapping will not only ensure the ongoing usability of SWREL 
mapping, it will also assist to achieve consistency with other government initiatives which seek to establish:

 y A shared government/industry environmental data system to allow more informed project 
planning by industry, better decision-making by government and reduced duplication of effort and 
expenditure across the board (EPA 2009); and

 y The development of a shared database on native vegetation to allow for improved decision 
making, monitoring and auditing of land clearing by government and inform landowners and the 
community (DEC 2009).
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